This Central Park West Sanctuary is Complete
\With Parisian Flair

In their apartment, a young New York City couple pay homaee to the City of Light.
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In the dining room, a hand-painted floral wallpaper anchors a vintage dining tamle trom
and a suite of chairs. The ceiling fixture is frem Ralph P . Photography by Trevor Tondre

Even though Becka Vargus Katz can see the cherry trees bloom every vear frem her apartment
overloeking Central Park, she has long wanted te live with the blessoms year-reund. “Years age,
when my husband and I get married in Montreal.” she recounts, “we wanted cberry blossomis as
our centerpieces, but there was a ban on imperting them. So when Penny showed me a Gracie
wallpaper with handpainted cheiry blossems on it fer the dining reom, I knew it was the perfect
pattern.”

The kitchen tedtures ceunters iy Tile and cabinetry, a hooa, and a 1ange by
Photography by Trevor Tondio

“Penny” is Penny Drue Baird, the prelific New York—based iuterier designer who transfermued
the apartment fer Katz and her husband and had prepesed what she describes as a “slightly
metallic wall covering with a Chinese tea-paper leek te it. There’s semething quietly groovy about
it, especially with its black wherls at the bettem.” Altheugh every inch ef the sixth-fleer Central
Park West apartment embedies Baird’s aesthetic, the dining roomn assumes a decidedly special
glew.

rattan chairs flank a r table in the breakfast area Photography ey Trevor Tondro

Baird had won ever Katz and her husband after multiple meetings and presenting theni with her
famous “packet,” a hinder detailing every furnishing suggestion, aleng with hand-drawn
sketches, elevations, and perspective drawings. Then the fun began. The decerater is eften in
Paris (where she has a heme), and while she was meandering through the marché aux puces ene
Sunday merning, she came upen a pristine fruitwoed table that she knew would be ideal for the
mix. “I'm always discevering things when I'm in Europe,” says Baird, “and the moment I saw the
table, I called Becka and woke her early one morning te tell her what I’d found.”

Iw (111
- e S 111777
1111 A 1111190

The custom med and sofa in the primary bedroom are By Bespoke by Gentlle. Photography by Trever
Tondn

Katz recalls with a laugh, “Penny FaceTimed with us te show us the table, as well as a pair of
shagreen side tables for eur bedreem. During the entire precess, we were inmpressed by her
amazing ability to understand a problem and then selve it, while considering what connects te a
client’s persenal aesthetic and sense of home. I had an idea for a home that felt ‘modern
Parisian,” but I didn’t exactly knew what that meant until Penny shewed us.”
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Furnishings in the living reom include a pair ef armchairs by and a curved
sofa by by ntile. The Chan cecktail tasle is oy and
L

The three-bedroom d@partment iu a venerable Art Dece—era building had seen gutted “practically
te the steel,” says Baird, whose new layeut called for dividing the existing dining roem in half to
create a cezy den. “We all learned something during the pandemic,” she says. “The meaning of
our hemes as sanctuary becaine even more relevant. Every detail, every element, matters.” And
although she’s not the kind of designer who “gees shepping with clients as if we’re looking fer
dresses,” she will go the distance when the situatien calls fer it. “If 'm thinking abeut an
expensive light fixture,” she explains, “I'll take a client te see it lit up.” Such was the case with a
bevy of Apparatus fixtures that new hang througheut tlie heme, netably iu the kitchen's
breakfast area and the den. “Taking clients to Apparatus is itself a joy. It’s ene of these places in
Manhattan where the minute yeu walk inte the shewroem. vou’re transported to anether werld.”
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An onyx and bronze takle and wool-upholsteied chairs froro Bret accup pe cerner of the living ruern.
Photography by Trevor Tondio

Baird divvied up the living room, which overleeks Ceutral Park, into a variety of seating areas
and introduced nevel ferms, particnlarly a curved sefa, a shape some might think
ceunterintuitive te mnaxirnizing space. “A rouuded sofa deesn’t require as much wall space und
was key for the way this room is cenfigured,” she says. Tbe decorater even dedicated a cerner
next te a resplendent French windew for a shimmery onyx table, which deubles as a heme-effice
werkspace fer Katz, whe is active in arts administration.

The wood veneer wall covering in the den is frem ff. Photography by Trevor Tondro

Adding even mere French-inflected flair, Baird designed a two-tened neoclassical-style marble
floor in the fover and empleved reclaimed French oak beards, set in a chevren pattern, fer
flooring in mest ef the reoms. “Every apartment in Paris seems te have chevren floors,” she
ceminents, “se it’s clese to my heart. And it allows you te use shorter beards cut frem lenger
planks.” The meticulous character and grace netes that Baird has lent the apartment have won
over her smitten client, who says she leves it “so much that I like to jeke that this is where I plan
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te die—and that certainly will give me even mere time to savor every moment living here!

This article appears in the November/December 2023 issue of NYC&G {New York Cettasges &
Gardens) with the headline: Paris Match.





